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From “Living Teacher” to “People’s Teacher”: A Survey on the
Transformation of Chen Heqin’s View of Preschool Teachers
LIU Jun-hao"*

(1.Faculty of Education, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China;
2.School of Education Science,Nanjing Normal University,Nanjing 210014, China)

Abstract: Chen Heqin is the pioneer and founder of modern preschool normal education in China. He has long paid attention to the
training of preschool teachers for a long time and devoted himself to the course, constantly updated and developed his outlook on pre-
school teachers. Chen Heqin’s early learning experience helped to form his initial understanding of the teaching profession. He estab-
lished the ambition of cultivating Chinese “living teachers” in running normal education and actively carried out practical exploration
of “living curriculum” and “living teaching method”. After the founding of New China, Chen Heqin proposed that teachers should
transform themselves into “people’ s teachers”. From “living teachers” to “people’s teachers”, Chen Heqin has always emphasized
that preschool teachers shoulder the dual mission of caring for children and serving the society at the same time, and has actively
called for the promotion of the social status of preschool teachers, the protection of their salaries, and the continuous implementation
of curriculum reform experiments to ensure that preschool teachers receive systematic and professional training.
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