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Focus on Early Childhood Learning and Development
— Review of the International Early Learning and Child Well-being Study
ZHANG Ru-chuan', LIU Cong”

(1.Sichuan Preschool Educators College, Mianyang 621709, China;
2.Faculty of Education, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur 50603, Malaysia )

Abstract: The OECD published a report on the International Early Learning and Child Well-being Study in March 2020. The report
focuses on the performance of four key early learning abilities of children at age 5: early literacy, early numeracy, self-regulation, and
social-emotional abilities. The results show that 1) four key abilities of children’ s early learning improve with age (by month) ; 2) there
are gender differences in early literacy, with girls outperforming boys; 3) there are no significant gender differences in early numeracy
skills; 4) self-regulation skills only show significant gender differences in Estonia; 5) girls outperform boys on all five measures
of social-emotional skills; 6) children who experience various early difficulties perform poorly in all key abilities; and 7) family
socioeconomic status and parental involvement in children’ s activities affect performance of key early learning abilities in children.
According to the results of the study, we should focus on building high—quality ECECs, take measures to help the disadvantaged gender
groups, attach importance to education equity, and create valuable parent—child interaction and home cooperation in China.
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