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Evolution Logic and Future Prospect of China’s 0-3 Years old
Infant and Toddler Care Service Policy
—From the Perspective of Historical Institutionalism
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Abstract: In recent years, China has successively released a series of childcare service policies and regulations to vigorously develop
China’s infant and toddler care services for 0—3 year olds. This paper analyzes China’s childcare service policies from the perspective
of historical institutionalism, which is conducive to grasping their inherent evolution rules and provide some experience and inspiration
for future policy formulation. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, China’s childcare service policies for infant and
toddler aged from 0-3 years old have undergone three stages of change: initiation and rupture, reconstruction and transformation, de-
velopment and deepening. The structural conception and historical conception of historical institutionalism are applied to analyze evolu-

tion logic of childcare service policies since the 70" anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China as well as how poli-
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cy background, related variables, key nodes and path dependence have affected the occurrence, development and change of related

policies. The future development of China’s childcare service policy can explore the “integrated childcare” supply model, build a

“government—led, socially engaged and market—operated” service system, and improve the comprehensive supporting policies for

childcare service.
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