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The Influence of Parental Involvement on Preschoolers’ Mastery Motivation:
The Moderating Effect of Urban—rural Difference
XIE Wan-lin, LIN Xun—yi

(College of Education , Fujian Normal University , Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: In order to understand the relationship between preschoolers’ mastery motivation and parental involvement in education ,
as well as the moderating effect of urban and rural areas, 669 preschoolers (M,,=4.83, SD=0.87) from 12 kindergartens in Fujian
Province were selected by stratified random sampling as the research object. Through the questionnaire method , all parents partici-
pating in the evaluation of preschoolers were surveyed by using the Dimensions of Mastery Questionnaire for Preschool Children
(DMQ18), Early Parental Involvement Scale (EPIS) and demographic information questionnaire. The results have showed that: 1)
the total scores and dimensions of urban preschoolers’ master motivation are significantly higher than that of rural preschoolers; 2)
the total scores and dimensions of urban parents’ involvement are significantly higher than that of rural parents; 3) preschoolers’
age and parents’ involvement can positively predict preschoolers’ master motivation; 4) after controlling the age of preschoolers ,
there is a moderating effect between parental involvement and preschoolers’ mastery motivation in urban and rural areas. The pro-
moting effect of urban parental involvement on preschoolers’ master motivation is significantly higher than that of rural parental in-
volvement on preschoolers’ master motivation.

Key words: preschoolers’ master motivation; parental involvement; urban—rural difference
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