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The Enlightenment of Bakhtin’s Carnival Theory to Preschool Education
CHENG Xiu-lan, LU Zhen—jie

(Faculty of Education , Shaanxi Normal University, Xi ’an 710000, China)

Abstract: Bakhtin abstracted the characteristics of carnival life with dialogue, duality and transcendence from the folk carnival in the
medieval age, and further refined the concept of carnival in literature analysis. According to his carnival theory, children who play
games have carnival character, and the lack of children’s game spirit leads to the fall of human carnival spirit.The enlightenment of
carnival theory to preschool education are as follows: Conversational intimacy should be the natural state of teacher—child relationship;
The transcendence of carnival provides us with a new perspective to understand children’s abnormal behavior; The immersing partici-
pation of carnival subject inspired the return path of teacher’s subject spirit; The nature of carnival life style helps us to understand the
inclusive and unified relationship between “play—based curriculum” and “curriculum—based play”.
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