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A Comparative Study of Rousseau’s and Dewey 's Views on Children’s Bodies
LI Hao ,TANG Juan,CHEN Jun

(College of Preschool Education Changsha Normal University, Changsha 410100, China)

Abstract: At a time when there is a ‘body—turning’ in academic world, two educational thinkers, Jean—Jacques Rousseau and John
Dewey are quite forward—looking in their understanding of children’s bodies. They both emphasized the free growth and proper exer-
cise of children’s bodies, and focus on the value of senses to children’s cognition. On the other hand, Rousseau stressed the nature of
children’ s bodies, but Dewey valued the interaction between children’s bodies and the value of adults’ care for children’s bodies.
Rousseau criticized the negative impact of medicine on children’ s bodies. However, Dewey’ s scientific thinking did not contradict
medicine. While Rousseau viewed children’s bodies from a naturalistic view of education with literary overtones, Dewey critically ab-
sorbed Rousseau’s view and viewed children’s bodies from a biological and psychological perspective. Based on the comparison of the
two, education should take children’s bodies as the starting point of all activities.
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