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On the Basic Clues and Characteristics of Chinese
Traditional Moral Narrative
WANG Jia—yi

(School of Public Administration , Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)
Abstract: In Chinese traditional culture, the core connotation of “narrative” has a strong ethical color. Originating from historical nar-
rative, Chinese traditional narrative, with moral narrative as its core, focuses on factual recording and ethics. Under the influence of
social changes, Chinese traditional narrative experienced the transformation from historical narrative to folk narrative in the Han, Wei
and Jin Dynasties, which was manifested in the rise and growth of novels. However, the development of historical narrative and folk
narrative does not present a zero—sum relationship. The truthfulness and ethics of historical narrative can be retained in folk narrative ,
which together constitute the unique face of Chinese traditional narrative.
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