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Centennial Changes of View on Children in Chinese Original Fairy Tales
HAN Yue, XU Xing—chun

(Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Fairy tales contain adults’ views on children. Chinese original fairy tales are the gem of wisdom of the working people. Be-
hind the outstanding stories hid the historical changes. In the complicated situation, different understandings and views on children
have been generated, which has a profound impact on the value orientation, aesthetic pursuit and artistic structure of children’s litera-
ture. By reviewing and reflecting on the development of Chinese original fairy tales since the May Fourth Movement, this paper discuss-
es the development of view on children of fairy tales in different periods: “cultural enlightenment—above revolution—utilitarianism—re-
turning to humanity—movingtoward children—talking to children”, which reflects the evolution of adults’ understanding and views on
children, through constant changes, gradual construction and system formation in the end, and provides reference for the current origi-
nal fairy tales and the future trends of view on children in them.
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