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The Influence of Preconceptions in Apprentice Observation Period on the
Formation of Teachers’ Beliefs of Normal University Students
—A Case Study of Students Majoring in Pre—school Education
in Normal University
SONG Zhao-ran, HE Jing—wen

(School of Pre=school and Primary Education , Shenyang Normal University, Shenyang 110034, China)

Abstract: As observation apprentices, normal university students will accumulate a large number of preconceptions about learning and
teaching based on their own cognition, which play an important role in the formation of teachers’ educational and teaching beliefs.
Based on the analysis of 250 normal university students’ growth logs, this study investigated their preconceptions during apprentice-
ship observation period, and interviewed 16 normal university students to deeply explore the influence of preconceptions during the ap-
prenticeship observation period on the formation of teachers’ beliefs of normal university students.The results show that the preconcep-
tions have a direct correlation with the formation of teachers’ beliefs in normal university students, and also resist the revision and re-
newal of teachers’ beliefs. The preconceptions of teachers’ emotional quality have the most profound impact on normal university stu-
dents. Normal university students should constantly reflect on and examine their preconceptions to form correct beliefs about “learn-
ing” and “teaching” so as to promote their professional growth.
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