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Research on the Intergenerational Differences and Influencing Factors of
Parents’ Views on Children in Wuhan
WANG Ren—mei ,CHENG Yu—ru,HUANG Yue ,CAI Yu—xin,BI Jia—xin

(College of Education , Central China Normal University , Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Through questionnaire survey and in—depth interview among parents of three age groups in Wuhan, this study analyzed the
intergenerational differences in the views of parents of different age groups on children. The results show that there are significant dif-
ferences between elderly parents and young and middle—aged parents in their understanding of children’s status, children’s rights,
children’ s development and children’ s needs. Compared with elderly parents, young and middle—aged parents’ views on the above
four dimensions are more reasonable. Some elderly parents hold the view that parents should be in an authoritative position and chil-
dren in a subordinate position in the family. Compared with elderly parents, young and middle—aged parents respect children more and
are willing to get along with children as equals. Combined with the interview, it is found that the “family—oriented” traditional culture,
the improvement of economic conditions and the increase of education level are the main reasons for the differences between the old
parents and the young and middle—aged parents in their views on children. In order to create a good environment for children’s growth,
parents need to change their cognition, raise reasonable expectations, and promote the all-round development of children; Elderly par-
ents should be good at learning and take the initiative to approach children; Schools, communities, news media and other all walks of
life should work together to help parents establish a scientific view of children.
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