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Assessing and Improving the Quality of Kindergarten Education
by Using the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scales
WEI Ting

(Department of Education Science , Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610000, China)

Abstract: Quality assessment and improvement is an important task to the development of early childhood education in China. After de-
fining the global quality of early childhood education, this study explored the path to support teacher’s understanding, assessment and
improvement of the quality of early childhood education by using the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scales. A single—group pre—
experimental design was adopted. Teachers and children from four kindergartens involved in this study. An analysis of collected data re-
vealed that the intervention (i.e., teachers’ learning and application of the ECERS in nine weeks) enriched teachers’ understanding
of the global quality, supported their comprehensive and objective assessment of the quality, and facilitated the quality improvement
in their classrooms. Therefore, it is advocated for frontline teachers to utilize standardized quality measures to assist their reflective
practice, to integrate quality assessment and improvement into one process, and to explore a Chinese approach by upholding tradition-
al values and sharing international resources.
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