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Philosophy for Children in Zhu Xi’s Thought: Discussion on “Daxue”
and “ Xiaoxue”
CHEN Yong—bao

(Marxist College , Xiamen University of technology, Xiamen 361024, China)
Abstract: Compared with the philosophy for children emphasized by Matthews, Zhu Xi’s philosophy for children focuses on “adult phi-
losophy” and “family philosophy”. Therefore, compared with Matthews’ philosophy of children, Zhu Xi’s philosophy for children is a
kind of philosophy for children without children. “Without children” here means that Zhu Xi regards children as the early stage of
adult education, which shows the isomorphism of his Xiaoxue and Daxue. At the same time, Zhu Xi discussed children’ s philosophy
mainly from the perspective of adults and families. There are two reasons for this: first, the rise of the view on children in the context of
philosophy in Southern Song Dynastyis still in its infancy; second, Chinese tradition presents the integration of family, country and the
world, and children are reflected in the family. Based on this, children cannot form the complete “subjectivity” advocated by Matthews,
and parents do not have the requirement to “delegate power” to children. Therefore, Zhu Xi hopes that through the intervention of one’
s parents and teachers, children can form the ethical goal of “Li”. At this point, parents and teachers constitute the intermediary of chil-
dren’s access to Li. However, intervention of children from parents and teachers is not passive “obedience”, parents and teachers’ in-
tervention against children must have the educational effectiveness under the premise of a moral conscience, that is to say, for children,
“those who have virtue, though younger than me, I will respect them; those who are unworthy, though older than me, I will get away”,

which achieves the educational situation of mutual restriction between adults and children.
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