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Solving : The Mediating Role of Parental Involvement
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Abstract: This study is to understand the relationship between parenting style, parental involvement and early childhood scientific
problem solving, and the mediating role of parental involvement in the relationship between parenting style and early childhood scien-
tific problem solving. A sample of 226 young children (M=62.1SD=7.14) and their parents from 5 kindergartens in Fujian province par-
ticipated in this study. The children were administrated with Science Problem Solving Task (SPST). The parents completed The Parent-
ing Styles and Dimensions Questionnaire (PSDQ) and a newly— developed instrument, Parental Involvement Questionnaire (PIQ), to
report their parenting style and involvement in early education. Results showed that authoritative parenting style was positively associat-
ed with preschoolers’ science—relevant problem solving. Authoritarian parenting style was negatively associated with preschoolers’ sci-
ence—relevant problem solving. Parental involvement mediated the effects of authoritative parenting style on preschoolers’ science—rel-

evant problem solving.
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