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The Value Pursuit and Practical Path of Children’s Character Education
—Based on the Perspective of Virtue Ethics

LI Yuan-yuan'®, YAN Chao-yun'
(1. School of Education Science, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066 China;
2.College of Education, Ankang University, Ankang 725000 China)

Abstract: Children’ s character education is an important part of the fulfilment of the fundamental task of fostering character and civic
virtue. Since the virtue ethics takes “virtue” as its object of study, and takes the question— “what kind of person one should be?” as
its key topic, and takes the question— “what kind of life one should live” as the purport of the theory, it emphasizes the intrinsic val-
ue and practical characteristics of virtue, the integrity of human and the publicness of life. Besides it has important reference signifi-
cance for children’s character education. Therefore, based on the perspective of virtue ethics, the value pursuit for children’s charac-
ter education are as follows: cultivating a “good character” with practical character based on the intrinsic value of character, achieving
a complete “good man” and to creating a common “good life”. For this purpose, character education of children should focus on the fol-
lowing four aspects: first, reshaping teachers’ values of character, so as to advocate the intrinsic value of character; second , basing up-
on practical activities, so as to highlight the practical characteristics of character; third, breaking the time and spatial constraints of
character education to promote the integrity of children’s good character in different time and space; fourth, attaching importance to
public character education, so as to cultivate children with the awareness of collective life.
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