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Should Children Avoid Getting Dirty?
—Baby and Child Care from the Perspective of Microbiology
WU Jing?, VANG En—hui* , SONG Zhan—mer'

(1 .College of Education, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China;
2.College of Education, National Chengchi University, Taipei 11605, China)
Abstract: Advertisements for antibacterial products have reinvented the concept of hygiene, and the idea of killing germs has been im-
planted into the public mind. In order to maintain hygiene, infants and young children are generally surrounded by a variety of antimi-
crobial agents. Children’ s activities are often restricted and denied for the sake of hygiene. From the perspective of microbiology, hu-
man beings and microorganisms are interdependent. Early life is a critical period for the establishment of coexisting relationship with
microorganisms. For their health and overall development, Infants and young children needs to be exposed in the microbial environ-
ment. Parents should rationally weigh the risks and benefits of children being dirty in different area of activity. Infants and young chil-
dren are needed to be exposed to “dirty”environment as the growth of their age.
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