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Early Literacy Environment in Kindergarten Classrooms: Components,
Challenges, and Solutions
WAN Dan

(School of Education Science, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: In a certain extent children’s early literacy attainments can predict their subsequent academic achievements, which has
been a hot research topic for recent 30 years. The easy access to rich—literacy materials and the teacher intermediary effect are the two
components of early literacy environment, which have significant meaning to children’s early literacy development. The early literacy
environment in kindergarten classrooms currently shows following problems: the tendency of overemphasizing structural quality and ne-
glect of process quality. Based on the experience of Australia’s child care center, kindergartens in China can optimize their early liter-
acy environment by adopting Sustained shared thinking strategies, incorporating information and communication technology, capitaliz-
ing on children’s popular culture, and implementing one—to—one differentiated instruction.
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