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A Study on the Relationship between Parental Empathy and Preschool
Children’s Sense of Security
KFE Jia-qi , WANG Yan-zhi

(College of Home Economics, Hebei Normal University , Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: Objective: to understand the current situation of parental empathy level and preschool children’ s sense of security, and
thus explore their relationship. Methods: in this study, 400 randomly—selected preschool children and their parents in Hebei province
were measured using the Chinese Version of Interpersonal Response Indicator Scale introduced and modified by Taiwan scholar Wu
Jingji et al., and the Security Scale for Children Aged 3-6 Years compiled by Hong Yanli. Finally, 371 valid questionnaires were ob-
tained (92.75% ). The data obtained were statistically analyzed using SPSS23. Results: 1) the overall level of parental empathy (M=
3.67) and that of children’s security (M=3.56) are both above the average; 2) significant differences were found in parental empathy
levels in terms of parental gender (1=—5.54, P<<0.001), child age (F=15.33, P<<0.001), whether children are raised by their grand-
parents (1=4.81, P<0.001) and whether the child is an only child (#=3.42, P<<0.05) variables and significant differences were found
in the level of preschool children’s sense of securily in terms of preschool children’s gender (1=-4.19, P<0.001), whether they are
raised by their grandparents (1=3.82, P<<0.001) and whether the child is an only child (#=4.35, P<<0.05) variables; and 3) there is a
significant positive correlation between the overall level of parental empathy and the overall level of preschool children’s security (1=
0.153, P<0.01). Conclusion: the higher the overall level of empathy among parents, the higher the overall level of children’s sense
of security. Therefore, improving parents’ empathy level is an important way to enhance children’s security effectively.
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