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Footprints of Growth: A Narrative Research on the Professional
Development of A Male Kindergarten Expert
LIMin', LIU Jin—zhao®

(1. School of Education and Science, Dezhou University, Dezhou 253023, China;

2. Department of Early Childhood Education, Yuehua School of Dezhou , Dezhou 253023, China)
Abstract: The turnover of male teachers in kindergartens is very common and their professional growth is different from that of
female kindergarten teachers to some extent. This study focuses on a male teacher who has been working in kindergarten for
more than ten years, and describes his growth process in a storytelling way. Meanwhile, it aims to identify the critical factors
which have positive effect on his growth. It is found that the professional development of male teachers is affected by the leader-
ship style of kindergarten leaders, the self-identity and efforts of male teachers, the team community of professional growth, and
the incentive mechanism of kindergarten. After male teachers become experts, larger platform is needed as an incentive mecha-
nism to promote their professional growth.
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