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A Comparative Analysis of Stereotype about Parents’ Gender Role
in Chinese and English Picture Books
YU Ying, MA Lan—hui

(Hubei Business College, School of Foreign Languages and Affairs, Wuhan, Hubei 430079, China)

Abstract: Picture book is the main material for parent—child reading in most Chinese families. This study analyzes whether there is a
stereotype about parents’ gender roles in the creation of Chinese and English picture books, hoping to provide new ideas for parents,
kindergartens and libraries to select suitable picture books for gender education for preschool children. Taking 40 Chinese and English
picture books which won The Caldecott Medal, Feng Zikai Chinese Children’ s Picture Book Award and Hsin Yi Excellent Picture
Books as the subject, this study is designed to compare parents’ personal traits, role behavior, occupational responsibilities, appear-
ance and parenting style based on the analytical approach of character modeling. The result indicates that in a some picture books, the
stereotype about parents’ gender role still exist while in most picture books it fades away and is replaced by diversified character fea-
tures.
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