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A Case Study on the Chinese Narrative Development of Chinese—English

Bilingual Children in Early Childhood
LV Yan
(School of Foreign Language, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract: This paper studies the Chinese narration of a Chinese-English bilingual child between one year old
and two and a half years old from five aspects: narrative type, macrostructure, microstructure, narrative
sequence and narrative evaluation. It’ s found that in terms of narrative type, the case began to narrate in
complete sentences even before he was 18 months old. He firstly narrated current events, then began to narrate
past experiences when he was 19 months old, began to narrate scripts when he was 25 months old ,and began
to narrate fictional events when he was 27 months old. In terms of the macrostructure, the narration of the
case before the age of two had no plot, and the logic was weak, both of which grew slowly after 27 months.
In terms of microstructure, the syntactic development of the case was relatively rapid between 18 months and
24 months. No narrative sequence was found in the whole tracking process, but the narrative evaluation
appeared earlier. Eight evaluation strategies had been used in the narration after the age of two. The results
show that learning English in Chinese context does not necessarily lead to the slow development of Chinese,
and the Chinese development of Chinese-—English bilingual children may even be faster than that of Chinese
monolingual children as long as proper methods are used.
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