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The Influence of Social-Economic Status on Preschool Children’s Reading of

Picture Books and Its Educational Implications
ZHU Xiao—yu, WANG Hai—jing, WANG Zhi—dan
(School of Education Science, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: The value of picture book reading for preschool children’ s cognitive and linguistic development is
substantial. This study investigated 234 parents to examine how social-economic status influences the parents’
understanding of picture book reading and preschool children’ s reading style of picture book. The results
showed that there were significant differences in parents’ understanding of picture book reading, the style and
content of the picture book which they would like to buy between parents of high social-economic status and
low social-economic status. In addition, there were also significant differences in drawing and reading styles of
picture books between children from high social-economic and low social-economic families. Some specific
suggestions were provided to direct the future picture book reading of parents with different social-economic
status.
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