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Change and Integration: Dynamic Systems Approach to Early Moral Motivation and
Development
ZHANG Chong—yang, WANG Jing—mei
(Hangzhou College of Preschool Teacher Education , Zhejiang Normal University, Hangzhou 310012, China)

Abstract: Kaplan integrates the multiple cognitive and emotional elements behind the generation of moral
judgment and action on a single-dimensional time scale which nests the “real-time” process of moral
motivation and the “long-term” process of moral development. From the dynamic systems approach, the key to
understanding moral development lies in understanding the features of moral motivation processes: complexity,
dynamics, mechanisms of self-organization and self-regulation, individualization and non-linearity. This way of
thinking helps to understand moral development from a more micro perspective and provides some inspiration
for moral education in early childhood while abandoning the simple, linear and static moral development view.
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