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The Experience and Dilemma of the Public Development of Preschool

Education in Korea under the Perspective of Educational Equality
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Abstract: Recently, the Korean government has continuously promoted the construction of the public service
system for early childhood education. The aims are ensuring fair access to early childhood education through
the enactment of the “Early Childhood Care and Education Policy”’, clarifying the rights of young children to
enter the kindergarten, providing preschool children with free childcare allowances, and protecting the rights of
children from wvulnerable groups. Moreover, measures such as constructing the integration of early childhood
care and education, implementing the unified curriculum of “Nuri curriculum” the country, strengthening the
professional development of preschool teachers, and implementing a preschool education compulsory certification
system have been applied to ensure the fairness of the early childhood education. However, it followed new
problems in this process as well. For example, there was a discrepancy between the actual subsidies and the

budget, new inequities in early childhood education during the implementation of free childcare have arisen,
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there were new problems in the integration and evaluation of teacher’s access and certification and so on. In

order to learn from the Korean lessons of developing its preschool education, China should constantly improve

the construction of inclusive preschool education public service system; promote targeted poverty alleviation in

preschool education; adopt legislation to ensure the policy norms of preschool education; further improve the

construction of teachers and evaluation system; and plan the construction care service system for children aged

0-6 years as a whole.

Key words: educational equility; South Korea; early childhood education; development of public education
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