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Eager to Be “Good” Children:

An Ethnography of the Peer Group Vision in a Preschool
ZHANG Li

(School of Preschool Education, Guangdong University of Education, Guangzhou 510303,China)

Abstract: The vision shared by each organization or group is derived from the daily activities of the group, and
its content contains a set of values recognized by members. In this ethnographic study, judgment sampling was
used to select a group of middle-class children in a public kindergarten in M district of Guangzhou. Results
indicated that children’s peer group vision is to be well-behaved children who are obedient, quiet,
quick-moving, knowledgeable, friendly, strong, and brave. “Good” / not “good” represent an identity boundary
for children. Being “good” can be transformed into symbolic capital. Their peer vision demonstrated cultural
submissiveness and otherness. The image of “good children” implies the impact of the teachers’ ideology even
though it was also the conception and collective production shared by the children based on their childhood
knowledge and practice.
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