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The Evolution of the “Villain” in Chinese Political and Cultural Symbols

Fang Yu—zhu
(Colledge of literature, Shaanxi Xuegian Normal University, Xi’ an , 710100)

Abstract: The “Villain" is a unique phenomenon in Chinese political culture, which is often opposed to the
"gentleman". In the pre-Qin period, it experienced the change from the position to the morality and became the
standard of the social evaluation and the aesthetic evaluation. In the Han and Tang Dynasties, the country was
strong without attacking the villains. Both the disaster of Danggu at the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty and
the fractional struggle of Niu and Li at the end of Tang Dynasty were caused by the fractional struggle resulted
from the fierce debate between the gentlemen and the villains, which led to decline of the country. During
Song and Ming Dynasties, the great attacks were launched against the villiains. In the Song Dynasty, there were
several party disputes, such as Qingli party dispute, Yuanyou party dispute, Caijing’s persecution of the new
party and Qingyuan party ban, which were always accompanied by the Song Dynasty. The Ming Dynasty began
a fierce debate between the gentlemen and the villains around the great etiquette, which affected the political
structure of the Ming Dynasty. The struggle between the Donglin Party and the eunuch party in the late Ming
Dynasty accelerated the demise of the Ming Dynasty. In fact, in Chinese political culture, the villain has become
a synonym for dissident.
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