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Plain Style of Western Mythical Academic Monographs and Translation

Strategies Thereof
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Abstract: As an origin of western culture, western myths play an essential role in cultural exchange between
China and western countries, thus a large amount of western myths have been introduced into China. However,
the translation of western mythical academic monographs is rarely studied. Western mythical academic
monographs have the same strain with western myths and the two kinds of texts have similar textual features
and writing manners. Taking the Chinese version of Myths of Babylonia and Assyria as an example, this article
analyzes the plain style of western mythical academic monographs and summarizes several targeted translation
strategies, including combination, interpretation, amplification and annotation, ect. All of these are to keep the
plain style of source text, make the target text clear and smooth so as to reduce reader’ s understanding
barriers and advance translation and spread of western mythical academic monographs.
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1] 1:In the beginning the whole universe was a

sea. Heaven on hich had not been named, nor the

earth beneath. Their begetter was Apsu, the father of

the primordial Deep, and their mother was Tiamat,
the spirit of Chaos.
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1) 2:No plain was vet formed, no marsh could be

seen; the cods had no existence, nor had their fates

been determined. Then there was a movement in the

waters, and the deities issued forth. The first who had

being were the god Lachmu and the goddess Lachamu.
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1] 3: Apsu opened his mouth and spake, saying,

“O Tiamat, thou gleaming one, the purpose of the

cods troubles me. I cannot rest by day nor can I repose

by night. I will thwart them and destroy their purpose.

I will bring sorrow and mourning so that we may lie

down undisturbed by them.”
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repose by night” , JEXJHij#] “the gods troubles me” 1} .
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“bring sorrow and mourning (to them)” J& 7{j 4] “thwart
them and destroy their purpose” i) H fFTHE , BRI & T
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1] 4. As he has absorbed all their attributes, he is
addressed by his fifty—one names; henceforth each
deity is a form of Merodach. Bel Enlil, for instance, is
Merodach of lordship and domination; Sin, the moon
god, is Merodach as ruler of night; Shamash is
Merodach as god of law and holiness; Nergal is
Merodach of war; and so on.
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%] 6: Then had Ea knowledge of Tiamat’s doings,
how she had gathered her forces together, and how
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1] 5. The stories about Grendel's mother and

Long Meg are similar to those still repeated in the
Scottish  Highlands. These
characteristic Germanic legends, in which the giant is
the
male, like Fafner, who is slain by Sigurd, and Regin
whom Siegfried overcomes.

contrast

sharply  with

greater than the giantess, and dragon is a

she had prepared to work evil against the high gods
with purpose to avenge Apsu. The wise god was
stricken with grief, and he moaned for many days.
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1] 7. There can be little doubt but that in this

Babylonian story of Creation we have a glorified

variation of the widespread Dragon myth.

Unfortunately, however, no trace can be obtained of

the pre—existing Sumerian oral version which the

theorizing priests infused with such sublime
symbolism. No doubt it enjoyed as great popularity as
the immemorial legend of Perseus and Andromeda,
which the sages of Greece attempted to rationalize,
and parts of which the poets made use of and

developed as these appealed to their imaginations.
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#] 9: No doubt it enjoyed as great popularity as

the immemorial legend of Perseus and Andromeda,

MEEZ AL, ) OhlE B2k, SR, SERif
TEMIB SR IRAL T Rl E T SRR AR 1
HRARTEIE ] T o X EERATCSEE 54 KHIR
BN ZEAES SRR T 5 7 — RS2 UG, A A 2K
B TEO TR HER AL, —Se N A gleie A AR
FIAE , DA S 25 5 1A T4 S

AT By sk R A AT B A A
T IR B 2 , AR B IR AR AR,
NP R . ABCE A TR R .
T ESCH T AN = AFREER AR (T AR B
MG JEAAL L IRSE R ATE DAL AR ISR AL )
B A A R A TR A
JEE? HRIATENIR L0, RO A it E
PR T R PR, S D R .
TEPERG PR i RO R LR AR, BI85,
B TR0 SR, S R A SR

(M) &iEiE

JTEE R SCE I  FR A AR RS T3, 1
A S T 5 A T B, X — S 6] B R
SR AL T B S L A I TR SRR S o 3%
B A TR AR —BARXH R B, Je T 015 BN ELd
Koo FERESOR TS GBI RIHE T T, HEA T 2
TR, SRR R ICEEAE SCN R , RERE eIl
BB, DR HC IR ) B, (e 52 PR
P

1] 8: The ferocious, black?faced Scottish mother
goddess, Cailleach Bheur, who appears to be identical
with Mala Lith, "Grey Eyebrows" of Fingalian story,
and the English "Black Annis", figures in Irish song
and legend as "The Old Woman of Beare".
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which the sages of Greece attempted to rationalize,
and parts of which the poets made use of and
developed as these appealed to their imaginations.
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#]10: When the Babylonian astrologers assisted in

developing the Creation myth, they appear to have
identified with the stable and controlling spirit of the
night heaven that steadfast orb the Polar Star. Anshar,

like Shakespeare's Caesar, seemed to say: I am constant
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as the northern star, of whose true?fixed and resting
quality.
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#] 11: The Egyptian goddesses Neheb—kau and

Uazit were serpents, and the goddesses Isis and

Nepthys had also serpent forms. The serpent was a
symbol of fertility, and as a mother was a protector.
Vishnu, the Preserver of the Hindu Trinity, sleeps on
body.
protective and fertility charms.
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the world—serpent's Serpent charms are
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