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Investigation and Analysis of Dialect Pronunciation in Xi an City

Han Cheng—hong
(School of Literature, Shaan Xi Xuegian Normal University , Xi’ an 710100, China)

Abstract: The urban dialect investigation in Xi‘an city was carried out in accordance with the requirements of
the project for protecting language resources of China. In the investigation, the representative areas of Xi‘an
urban dialect were specified for the first time and the dialect pronunciators were identified through the
audition. In addition, the paper and pencil surveys and audio and video recording of phonetics, vocabulary,
grammar, discourse narration and oral culture were conducted. Taking the old male and young male
pronunciators as the main objects to analyze the phonetic part of the survey, it can be seen that the original
prominent features of Xi‘an urban dialect are weakened, and the phonetic differences among the pronunciators
of different ages are more obvious. The main manifestations are the change of phonology and the different
pronunciation of some words and the causes for the differences are the influence of Mandarin, the infiltration
of surrounding dialects and the influence of written language. As the weakening and disappearance of the
dialect characteristics in Xi’an urban area will inevitably be accompanied by the weakening of the sense of
regional cultural identity, the current situation is worried.
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