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A Study on Critical Incidents in Teaching of Preschool
Teachers at Different Professional Development Stage

BAO Yu-qing , GUO Ting
(Fujian Preschool Teacher Training Center, Fujian Preschool Education College , Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Collective teaching activity is one of the most important methods in the implementation of kindergarten curriculum.
“Critical Incidents” centered designing, implementing, observing and evaluating of collective teaching activities contribute to the
improvement of the effectiveness of collective teaching activity and the promotion of teachers’ professional development. Based
on the CIT (Critical incident Technique), the research takes 30 collective teaching activities as samples to study the
performance of preschool teachers at different professional development stages in three critical incidents: Preset Incidents,
Generated Incidents and Management Incidents. The results show that teachers’ scores on Management Incidents are higher
than those of Present Incidents and Generated Incidents, and the scores on Critical Incidents are significantly different among
teachers at different professional development stages. In addition, teachers’ teaching experience, pre-service training
experience and post-service training experience all affect their scores. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify the relationships
among the three critical incidents, set up the holistic view of teaching reflection and evaluation, study “the Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD)” of teachers’ effective teaching behaviors, and strengthen post-service training, so that teachers can
accumulate professional wisdom through practical reflection in the real teaching situations.
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