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Enlightenment of Dewey’s Empirical View on the
Design of Kindergarten Theme Courses

NIU Wan-yu

(Department of Preschool Education s Shaanxi Xueqian Normal University, Xi’an 710100, China)
Abstract: Dewey holds that experience is all the ways in which human beings interact with the environment around, and
experience is the results of human actions in the world. It is not only a review of the past, but also an exploration of future
actions. Accordingly, Dewey proposed that the goal of curriculum should be enhancement of learners’ experience for living a
better life; curriculum content should respect learners” life experience; and curriculum should ask learners to experience by
themselves. Talking about the design of kindergarten theme curriculum, Dewey’s experience has three enlightenments; first,
theme curriculum in kindergarten aims at providing experience to promote children’s physical growth; second, we should take
children’s life experience as content of the curriculum; third, we should use the experience teaching method of “learning by
doing”.
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