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The Study on the Consistency of Children's
Cognition of Moral Rules and Behavior

DAI Shu-yue , ZHANG Jin-rong
(School of Teachers Education , Huzhou University , Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract: Children's cognition of moral rules and behavior are important indices to measure children's social development. In this
study,a total of 180 children from two kindergartens in Huzhou were selected as subjects,and the consistency of their cognition
of moral rules and behavior was studied by combining the methods of story interview and observation. The findings are as
follows: 1. Age and gender have significant influence on children's cognition of moral rules. The older the children are, the higher
cognition of moral rules is. And girls’ cognition of moral rules is higher than boys’; 2. Age and gender have no significant
influence on children’s moral behavior; 3. On the whole, children’s cognitive score of moral rules is significantly lower than
behavioral score,which indicates that the two are not consistent at the early childhood stage. Moreover, in compliance situation,
the cognitive scores of moral rules in the three age groups are significantly lower than the behavioral scores; In violation
situation, the cognitive score of moral rules is higher than the score of behavior. The difference is insignificant in small classes,
but significant in medium and large classes; In compliance situation, boy's and girl's cognition scores are significantly lower than
behavioral scores; In violation situation, cognitive scores of moral rules are significantly higher than behavioral scores.
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