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A Survey on Social Emotional Ability Development of Infants
—By Studying Tianjin City as a Research Case

WANG Zhi-gang
(Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041000, China)

Abstract: The social emotional ability of infants can effectively forecast their future interpersonal relations, problem-solving
ability, learning and emotional action problems, and even their personality development. We studied 123 infants between 12 to
36 months old from Tianjin City by doing the Infant-Toddler Social and Emotional Assessment (ITSEA) to explore the
development of infants’ social emotional ability. And the study found that the development of infants’ social emotional ability is
at an intermediate level; there is no significant gender difference in the development of infants” social emotional ability; the
critical period of its development tends to be earlier than before we thought; whether he/she is an only child or not has no
significant effect on the development of social emotional ability; infants brought up in two-parent families have significantly
higher level of development in social emotional ability than those brought up in single-parent families or grandparenting
families; the education level of parents has an effect on the development of infants’ social emotional ability; and the experience
of attending early childhood education classes has no significant effect on the development of infants social emotional ability.
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