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Wang Shouren’s Thoughts on Natural Education on
Children and Its Enlightenment to the Parenting Pattern
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2. School of Education Science  Nanjing Normal University . Nanjing 210024 ,China;
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Abstract: Wang Shouren’ s thoughts on natural education of children is an ideological theory formed according to his own
teaching experience, with “understanding human relations” as the objective of education, and “mind is principle” as the
theoretical basis. He compared children with tree, and proposed that children’ s education should follow the order of the
nature, which was a very advanced and scientific idea at his time. This paper tries to explore its enlightenment to parenting
pattern on the basis of interpretation of Wang Shouren’s thought of natural education, and concludes that parents should have
a correct understanding about children and their growth and teach in accordance of children’s aptitude; respect rather than
suppress them and create harmonious environment in family; put emphasis on children’s moral integrity and habit and promote
their comprehensive development; lay stress on exerting subtle influences on children’ s character and teach by words and
influence by deeds; make a special effort to practical exploration and train their independent thinking ability.
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