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A Multi— perspective Discussion on Embodied Cognition

ZHAO Li-zin"*,GU Song*
(1. Northwest University , Xi’an 710069, China; 2. Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: Due to the overemphasis on the dependency of cognition on physical attributes, physical experience and the interaction
between the body and the environment, embodied cognition has been challenged and hindered in its development. The key to
the development of the embodied cognition is the definition of position and function in cognitive process, and the definition of
cognitive scope. Therefore, from the perspective of complexity theory, this paper points out the mechanical reductionism
tendency of embodied cognition., and on the basis of Dissipative Structure Theory, Synergetics, and Catastrophe Theory, the
paper analyses the position of embodied cognition and disembodied cognition in the cognitive system with self—organizing, and
studies the inseparable relationship of the two from the philosophical angle. This paper proposes that in the development of
embodied cognition attention should be given to the embodiment and deterministic of its content and scope, and stress should
also be put on the union of embodied cognition and non— embodied cognition. In addition, the similarities and differences of
embodied cognition and non— embodied cognition should be clarified in experiment of cognitive task.
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