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An Economic Analysis of Juvenile Delinquency
WANG Yi'*, ZHOU Xiao-wei'

(1. International Business School , Shaanxi Normal University , Xian 710119,China;

2. Faculty of Economics and Management , Shangluo University, Shangluo 726000, China)
Abstract: In recent years, "Little Devil" has become a media hot word, and the issue of juvenile delinquency has attracted the
attention of all circles of society. Thoughts of law and economics provide theoretical basis and solution to solve the problem of
juvenile delinquency. From the perspective of rational choice, one can commit crimes because the crime has a special cost—
benefit structure. On the economics conception, juveniles are not the complete body of "economic man". Under the current
system, the costs of juvenile delinquency is too low, which punishes juveniles face some problems, such as the multiple
principal —agent relationships and the liability is unclear etc. These problems cause the unclear liability of juvenile delinquency
and the perverse incentives. Therefore, this paper studied the juvenile delinquency reason and punishment system based on
economic analysis, and put forward suggestions aiming at the juvenile delinquency cost, need to have microcosmic existed
punishment mechanism, clarify the rights and obligations of juvenile crimes, set up multiple juvenile delinquency compensation
mechanism, and so on. The paper analyzed the problems of juvenile delinquency from the cost—benefit aspects, to explain the
juvenile crime”’ s motivation and characteristics from economic perspective, to provide inspiration and reference for further
exploration of criminal punishment and compensation system.
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