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A Study of the Phenomenon of Ancient Chinese Prodigy Poems
—the Case Analysis of Kou Zhun’s“Huashan Poetry” and
Wang Zhu’s “Prodigy Poems” in the Song Dynasty
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Abstract: In ancient China, there were many prodigy poems in enlightening education for children, and some of the poems as
well as their stories had became the cases of primary education. Actually, these prodigy poems are also the literature materials
of researching ancient primary education. However, the authenticity of the materials is worth considering. For example,
although the “Huashan Poetry” is more well—known, its authenticity is doubtable through researching the anthology of Kou
Zhun, the evolvement of this poem and the literature sources. Sometimes, it is said that “Prodigy Poems” created by Wang Zhu
in the Song Dynasty has become the synonymous with prodigy poems. But the “Prodigy Poems” neither entirely wrote in Wang
Zhu’s childhood, nor done entirely by himself. It is the representative of the phenomenon of prodigy poems, but also a
concentrated expression of the problem. In these respects, When using masses of prodigy poems as research materials, it
should be careful. At the same time, as long as these materials use appropriately, no matter the prodigy poems are real or
doubtable, they still have the value of studying ancient enlightening education.
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