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From “Children— centered” to “Students— focused”—The Influence
of Deweys “Children Centeredness” on Chinas Education
CHEN Yan ,REN Qiang

(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Huaibei Normal University , Huaibei, Anhui 235000, China)
Abstract: “Children centeredness” is a new concept that Dewey proposed when criticizing the traditional education concept. In
China, Dewey’s Chinese disciples represented by Tao Xingzhi uphold “children’ s nature” in the field of education, which
become a great mass fervor in China at that time. In the early days after liberation, Dewey’s pragmatism education view was
regarded as a symbol of capitalism decay and was heavily criticized. While, under the background of the age of reform and
opening up, “children centeredness” provides the foundation for the establishment of “Students Focused Theory”. “Student
Focused Theory” gradually took the prevailing position of “Children Centeredness”. Nowadays, quality—oriented education is
highly praised, “children centered” theory will continue to be a controversy, and the Chinese education is still on the way of
exploring a path,
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