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Analysis of the Discourse in Parent— child Reading in Rural Area
GUO Fu-rong

(School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: Discourses in parent— child reading activities are analyzed from 3 dimensions, including the purpose, the contents as
well as the form of the discourse. Research finds that in parent— child reading, parents play the predominant role, whereas
children are in a passive position;attentions are always given to the text itself instead of introducing more information beyond
the text; and interactions between parents and children are limited by parents’ poor performance in questioning. One this basis,
four suggestions are proposed to rural parents to improve the present situation. Firstly, children’s subjective position in
reading should be respected. Secondly, parents should try to enhance their own language ability. Thirdly, special attention
should be given to the interaction in the process of parent—child reading activity. Lastly, reading quality of children should be
valued.
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