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A Comparison between Personification and
Metaphor under the View of Cognitive Linguistics
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Abstract: Cognitive Linguistics, viewing personification as the most typical ontological metaphor, namely personal metaphor,
maintains metaphor and personal metaphor are the mappings from source domain to the target domain based on embodiment and
similarity. While identifying that, the paper proposes: metaphor is the static mapping with tenor and vehicle literally.
Personification, however, integrates tenor into vehicle, nonhuman tenor being activated and blended into human vehicle which
takes the place of tenor to do something. Hence the conclusion: personification is the metaphor with the basis of “metonymic
person”.
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