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On the Phenomenon of Intentional Ambiguity in Verbal
Communication and Its Interpretation
CHEN Shu-ting

(Foreign Language Department , Fujian Preschool Education College , Fuzhou 350007, China)
Abstract: As a unique language art, intentional ambiguity not only provides a new corpus for language study, but also embodies
rules of phonetics, lexicology, syntax and pragmatics. By analyzing the phenomenon of intentional ambiguity in verbal
communication and its different effects, this paper assists language users to gain a greater understanding of the relations
between the whole language system and its branches, including pragmatics, lexicology, phonetics and syntax.
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] 1. A asks his friend B about the reason for
his visit to Los Angeles.

A: What brought you from New York to Los
Angles?

B: A plane. M
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5] 2: A man was in court charged with park-

ing his car in a restricted area. The judge asked

him if he has anything to say in his defense.

“They shouldn’t put up such a misleading no-
tice,” said the man, “It said, FINE FOR PARK-
ING HERE.”
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] 3. One man’s Mede is another man’s Per-
sian.
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5] 4. The American Dream does not come to
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] 5. With so many carats, I will be a

real gem.
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5] 6 : A man wanted to change his job, but the
stuff in personnel department didn’t agree to affix
a seal on the labor contract. He had to apply to the
personnel manager, but received a disappointing
reply. Then, he decided to come back to the staff,
and said to him: “I have already told your superi-
or. " When this staff heard about “superior”, he
thought the manager had agreed his application,

and immediately affixed the seal on it. "
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) 7. In dog days, a peddler was shouting in
: “UKEEVROKAB L come
and drink quickly. ” A passerby heard the cries and

Chinese under the tree

came to the vendor, and said: “Please give me two
bottles. ” After drinking soda, he passed five Mao
to the peddler. Unexpectedly, he shouted: “Ah!
Don’t leave, the money isn’t enough!” “What?
Didn’t you just shout ‘PKAEJE K TLE’?” The
peddler replied: “Right! —Jf7</K ‘B E . you
drank two bottles, it should be four Five Mao. It
isn’t enough, is it?” At last, the passerby took
out some money angrily and threw it to the sly
peddler.
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