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Study on the Countryside Organization of the Early Tang Dynasty
Based on Dunhuang MS: P, 2979
LU Yu-jie
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Abstract: In the early Tang Dynasty, the countryside organization as a subsidiary organ of the regime did play an important
role, especially in delivering orders, controlling farmers directly and maintaining social stability in the villages. However,
because of limited relevant historical records, it’s difficult to investigate the specific historical situation. Fortunately, the
discovered Dunhuang documents offered detailed information. By studying the No. P. 2979 Dunhuang documents, we know that
the countryside organization indeed played an important role in the management of village society in the early Tang Dynasty.
Also, its relationships between superior officials, farmers and local squire was quite complicated. This paper attempts to study
the actual operation of the country organization in the early Tang Dynasty which based on No. P. 2979 Dunhuang documents,
and improve the understanding of local administration effectiveness.
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