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The River Image in the Poem Collection of Journey to
the South and the Philosophical Reflection
Su Shi’s Thought of “Life is short and the universe is eternal”

LI1U Ya-wen
(College of Liberal Arts,Xizang Minzu University , Xianyang 712082 ,China)
Abstract: Su Xun, Su Shi, Su Zhe and their whole family went to the capital in 1059. Su Shi produced lots of poems on his

way, which embodied his preliminary thought of “Life is too short and the universe is eternal”. This thought has become one of

Su Shi’s most important life lessons. He presented his mature thought of this idea at the end of literary writing of The Red

Cliff Ode. This idea is embedded in the river image of the poem collection of Journey to the South.
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