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The Confucian Thought of “Self —improvement” and the
Cultivation of Socialist Core Values

ZHAO Chang-zing . ZHANG Jie

(School of Humanities , Xidian Universtiy , Xi’an 710071 ,China)
Abstract; Traditional Chinese culture is an important source of socialist core values, so cultivating and carrying forward the
socialist core values should be based on traditional Chinese culture. Traditional Confucian “self — improvement” thought puts
the emphasis on people’s self —perfection and the constant enhancement of one’s morality, with the core values of the socialist
tenet coinciding. Drawing lessons from the Confucian idea of “Self — improvement”is helpful to broaden the basic way to
practice the socialist core values and break down the external pressures and internal difficulties of the construction of socialist
core values.
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