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Political Situation of Jianwen Time and

Political Heritage of Hongwu Reign

Wu Ru-gong s Hu Fan
(Center of Heilongjiang River Basin Civilization Studies , Heilongjiang University , Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: As the political heritage of Hongwu Empire, the noble family of Hongwu took an active part in Jianwen Emperor’s
decision making of weakening kingdoms and personally initiated a military action against Prince Yan Zhudi during the Jianwen
Period. However, with Jianwen Emperor and the civilian officers changing their attitudes towards the Hongwu family, who as
the main strength of Jianwen’s military force is inextricably connected with Prince Yan Zhudi, the noble family of Hongwu
gradually fall into disfavor and thus are depressed and skepticized by the court. Finally, Jianwen Empire collapsed as a result of
series of military failures in Jingnan Campaign and the noble family of Hongwu was also crushed and regrouped. This indicates
that in Jianwen Empire, Hongwu family ranked a decisive position, the collapse of which lead to the overthrow of Jianwen. At
the same time, the great influence brought by Hongwu to the court is decided by Hongwu family’s political contradiction.
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