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On the Translation of Metaphor from the
Perspective of Eco-translatology
—a Case Study on Fortress Besieged

GUO Xiao-hua
(Xi’an Fanyi University, Xi’an 710105, China)

Abstract: Metaphor is a delicate figure of speech and deserves further studies. This paper studies on it from the perspective of

Eco-translatology. Eco-translatology is a new paradigm of translation studies from ecological perspectives. This paper, with

numerous examples of metaphors in Fortress Besieged , intends to further study this figure of speech in terms of adaptation/

selection, three-dimensional transformations and translation community/relevance, so as to provide a new perspective of it.
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At first, the Irishmen would not agree. ... he
gradually became convinced that there really were
thirty-odd Chinese muddleheads in Europe ...
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Hung-chien and Miss Sun,. .. They then dis-
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covered that nothing but graves were behind the
house. ... Pointing to the coarse steamed bread,
Hung-chien asked, “Miss Suns,. .. "’
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Mr. Fang said that if the wife is unfaithful and
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Her son, not yet two years old, had a snub

nose, two slanted slits for eyes, and eyebrows so

high up and removed from the eyes that the eye-

has an affair, the husband is sure to take the first
prize if he buys a lottery ticket, and he is sure to
win if he gambles.
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Later, the planes kept coming in much the

same manner as the peerless beauty whose one

glance would conquer a city and whose second

glance could vanquish an empire,
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brows and the eyes must have pined for each oth-

er—a living replica of the Chinese face in news-
paper caricatures.
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