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Abstract: A total of 400 preschool children aged 3-5 years from the zhou2 corpus of Children Language Research Center of East Chi-
na Normal University were selected as the research objects. The children’ s narrative corpus selected by the research was collected
from the story of Birds in MAIN (Multilingual Assessment Instrument for Narratives ) , an international narrative language assessment
tool. In addition, MAIN was used to investigate the narrative ability of 3=5 years old preschool children to tell stories from four aspects:
story structure, structure complexity, internal state terms, and story understanding, as well as the age differences in the narrative level
of each element. The results show that children’s narrative ability develops unevenly with age. The age of 4-5 is the turning period of
children’ s narrative ability development. There are significant age differences in the development speed of each element of children’s
storytelling ability. All the elements of children’s story comprehension ability are at a low level of development.
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