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Child Development and Game Spirit: A Comprehensive
Analysis on Montessori’s Thought of Children’s Work
SUN Wen-jie
(School of Teacher Education , Taishan College » Taian, Shandong 271000, China)

Abstract: The thought of children’s work is an important part in Montessori’s educational thought. But in her writings, she
defines children’s work play. This paper first analyzes the reasons why Montessori puts forward children’s work instead of
plays from her times background, studying experience and the establishment of “Home for Children”. Secondly, the paper
analyses the characteristics of play spirit in children’s work thought from four aspects: value., content, process and guiding
strategies of children’s work. Finally, the author summarizes and evaluates play spirit of Montessori’s thought of children’s
work, in order to provide references for the communication and development of contemporary Montessori’s thought.
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